Terry’s Travels

TT41-1 Paralympics, Goodwood & Mercie 19th Sep 2012

What a brilliant busy time in the UK. A visit to the
National Motorcycle Museum. Really appreciating
the efforts of the Paralympians and still time to
have a few of the local specialist brews whilst sit-
ting in the backyard. In amongst an angiogram—I
will probably become a bionic man in late October.

Mercie was serviced and ready, loaded with the
new Honda and tootling down to Goodwood nearly
on the S coast for the Revival meeting, probably
the best event of its type for petrol heads of the
world. We met friends Robin & Norrie and got a
great pitch with electric for 4 nights and 3 days of
action with cars, bikes, planes and fashionable
people dressed in 50s clothing, the ladies in
seamed stockings and some tottering gamely on
high heels. It was a total sell out for this special
weekend which showed Britain at its best. | sat in
the sun back at the campsite in the evening and
watched the cars leaving, imagining which | would

have, it seemed to come down to a 2 seater Cobra .

or a 4 seater Maserati convertible but then the
bikes further complicated it with also the planes
and helicopters overhead..........

| did know that both Di and | were very happy to be
heading to Dover for the £40 ferry to France. It was
a beautiful drive over the South Downs and Sadie
(our GPS) did a super job, even the traffic was less
than expected for a Monday morning. We got a
comfy sofa on the new Spirit of Britain and | nod-
ded off. There was space in the Calais Aire at 7
Euros so we were back in the real world—but very
nice too.

Sadie has guided us on non toll roads and we have
had a lovely days touring in N France finishing up
in the Picardy region having passed Armentieres—
you perhaps remember that that is where the
Madamoiselle came from—"Parlez Vous”. Yes |
can hear you old buggers (like me) singing the
rude wartime version.

We plan to head via Limoges and meet friends just
N of the Dordogne before heading over the Pyre-
nees (probably Andorra for cheap fuel) and an-
other meet up with R & Norrie for the Aragon Spain
MotoGP. The autumn tints are starting to show—
what a beautiful world.......

Rub shoulders with the
famous, here is the amazing
Sir Stirling Moss still looking

good after his lift accident

As I go bionic flying is out for the month of Novem-
ber but then its to NZ (until May 2013 ) with some
stop overs followed by a trip to the Spa classic bike
meeting and the Tour de France (the 100th) which
begins in Corsica June 30th 2013. My motto is
“Just Do it”.

Many photos with captions and previous travels on my website www.THinnc.co.uk




Terry’s Travels

TT41-2 Dordogne, Aragon Spain 8th Oct 2012

We were very fortunate with lovely travelling
weather to tour through SW France using a bit of
the A20 A64 peage (toll) but then N230 and into
Aragon Province and meeting our friends again in
C.Lago Barosa. Then in convoy to C.Lake Caspe,
an excellent site by a man made lake. The whole
of this area relies on irrigation for crop growing and
rearing pigs. There were good motorcycle roads
around here and Robin and | swapped bikes for a
bit of fun riding.

The MotoGP at Alcaniz was the reason for being
here and we saw some awesome racing on this
new and somewhat remote hilly circuit even though
it was wet and unseasonally cold until race day.
81,000 attended.

We all headed S to the coast on especially scenic
roads N420 and got two spectacular pitches right
on the beach at C.Masia near Calafat. Getting the
best pitches in our years of travelling meant not
many people were about and a local bike trip
showed us an area that has been especially deci-
mated by the financial hiccup in Spain. Young men
begging for money for food outside the local Kon-
sum supermarket! Even a new marina had over
90% availability—yes it’s bad.

We decided we needed more going on after a few
days and met up again in C. Eden in Peniscola on
the Med coast. This was much better for things be-
ing more lively and the campsite is hitting being full
plus a big noisy wedding, a great value restaurant
and plenty of beachside Tapas bars to choose
from. The switched on town has free wifi that
works. We had Sunday lunch with bubbles for Nor-
rie’s birthday and her iPad pulled in bike racing
from France without even a stutter.

The wonderful beach is well known for its massive
sand sculptures. Robin and | got into the moun-
tains on our bikes, what a spectacular wild area
within 30km of this part of the coast. We even
found an area on the top of a col with mountain top
360 degree views that had multiple BBQs and a
communal eating table for 30 or so. The weather
has been perfection for quite a few days as Di and
| stay on and our friends drift south to finish up in
their villa in Nerja.

Lots of French Chateaux

Lake Caspe, Aragon, Spain

Don’t panic—Di hasn’t been
Up the Duff!

She is pushing the blind dog

as amused Norrie looks on.

As I go bionic, flying is out for the month of No-
vember but then its to NZ (until May 2013 ) with
some stop overs followed by a trip to the Spa clas-
sic bike meeting and the Tour de France (the
100th) which begins in Corsica June 30th 2013. My
motto is "Just Do it”".

Many photos with captions and previous travels on my website www.THinnc.co.uk
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