Terry’s Travels

Tonga was just 2h40m from Auckland and it was an
easy feeling jumble on collecting our luggage. The
transfer bus was waiting but our names were not on
the list - no problem we got on. It was dark for the half
hour transfer with a stop to buy bottled water. The ho-
tel was a total delight, Italian owned and Colonial feel- % & 1 2
ing even though Tonga has never been a colony. ol ””
They do, however drive on the left in largely vehicles sceeenn
that have been very well used. Our balcony was E E E h i I | I””” ”” “”“
lovely, cooled by sea breezes and with aircon to

sleep in comfort. Waterfront Hotel Nuku’alofa

The fishing boats land their catches just across the
road, it seemed wrong that they were catching the
most brightly coloured tropical reef fish for eating.
Massive conch type shellfish too along with lots of
spiky sea urchins. From the same harbour boats are
available to take you to one of the 40 or so inhabited
islands that make up Tonga. We opted to laze and
walk around just in Nuku’alofa (the capital) of the
Kingdom of Tonga.

By luck or good management we were there for Sun-
day - everything closes! as the population goes to
Church. The population of Tonga is 101,000 and we
saw about 1,000 of them cramming the large local
Catholic Church, the country is Christian. Di and | sat
on a wall under a tree in the grounds as the bells
tolled and the happy friendly people arrived in their
Sunday best. Most wear a tapa which is a wrap
around mat/skirt made of woven tapa (leaves). They
were all very smart and young girls were wearing
what we would call party dresses. We were invited
several times to go into the Church but were happy to
watch from outside. The service started and the choir
singing was truly a heavenly sound, something else
Tonga is known for. Family and Church are the main
things in life for Tongans who are also known for their
large girths.

When | was 13 | remember Queen Salote of Tonga
as being one of the most colourful guests at Queen
Elizabeth’s Coronation. It was so nice some 56 years
later to visit my 59th country. Tonga is struggling fol-
lowing the riots of 2006 when many Chinese owned
properties were burned out. It suited us to be here as Friendly people go to Church
a stopover and they need more visitors when the May"09 back in UK via Tonga/Mexico/Cuba
planned cruise ship terminal is completed. Do visit my | Early May ‘09 back to UK until June
July/August *09 in America for Laguna Seca and

Flickr site to view more and bigger photos. Indianapolis Moto GP Races......then Sept/Oct

to France for £29! And park Mercie in Spain

Many more photos and earlier travels on my website www.THinnc.co.uk



