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Back in the UK was a very busy time of meeting fam-
ily and friends, catching up with chores, service work 
on Mercie and dodging the plentiful rain. The weather 
came very good later with a wonderful weekend in 
Pickering North Yorkshire for a motorhome show (this 
time the wallet opened a little) and a great day at the 
East coast resort of Scarboro for some exciting m/c 
racing. Then plenty of stress with the financial cri-
sis.........

It is great to have started a major trip which will take 
us back to New Zealand for 5 months. Via Heathrow 
we flew to Dubai on Virgin and the excellent Mille-
nium Airport Hotel to take it easy with up to 36C heat, 
they allowed early check in and late check out. An 
evening in Biggles bar got us amongst the lively lo-
cals and the weekly carvery (£8). Calling the next day 
for a beer  the owner bought us a plate of food -
thought I looked like Richard Attenboro - I’ll take it 
anyway it comes...... Dubai is more unreal than ever 
but the Ruler has dug into his small change to put 70 
BILLION Dhs (that’s Dirhams) into the banks to wave 
the flag for the World economy. His oil has tumbled to 
around $70 a barrel - shame.

Our Round the World deal is with “Great Escapade” 
who use Travel2 but booked through Redfearn Travel 
Bradford who have ABTA/ATOL so there may be a 
chance that we will even get back from all our ambi-
tious travels or if all else fails MasterCard. What an 
uncertain world we live in.

I suppose you could say that we are fiddling whilst 
Rome burns - and occasionally doing it in some style. 
Putrajaya is a newly created Garden City near KL air-
port and is the seat of Government here. It is all very 
splendid and with friendly hotel staff, the countryside 
gives a strong feeling of Florida. We are here to add 
viewing another motorcycle Grand Prix and circuit to 
our expanding list. It was free entry on practice day 
and even that didn’t pull the crowds. We have several 
British riders to cheer along and the expected rain 
may even prove an advantage to them - we will see.

Kuala Lumpur is our next stop with Di especially look-
ing forward to the PETRONAS Twin Towers where 
Sean Connery and Catherine Zeta Jones made such 
good use of the backdrop to their high class robbery 
and intrigue...........

My grandsons now can fly

Gets Coronation St OK?

Millenium Hotel and building work

Oct 13th: NZ via Dubai/Malaysia/Thailand/
Brisbane - then Nelson New Zealand Nov 15th.
May‘09 back in UK via Tonga/Mexico/Cuba
Mid May ’09 back to Europe 
July/August ‘09 in America

Marriott Hotel Putrajaya near KL


